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MY VIEW 


Michael Cockerill 


new season always brings new hopes, fresh ambitions, a 
A-- of heightened expectations. But rarely has the 
“ricsson Cup been preceded by as much enthusiasm as 

that generated by the Northérn/Spirit. 

Over the next.eight mofiths, \the futuré-of Australian soccer 
will unfold right here at North Sydney Oval. Perhaps in the 
years to come, you can say you were there. October 9, 1998. 

Maybe you were event sitting under the famous Moreton Bay 
fig. Or inl the Bob-Stand; once a famous landmark /at the SCG. 
A ground reeking of tradition, of past glories and sepia-tinged 
images of, the. recently departed North Sydney Bears. 

Coneréte Park, they called it. Even big "Herman" Hamilton 
winced every time\he was upended on the wicket square. Tough 
men, playing a tough game, on a tough surface. \ 

But no longer. Over the-past_decade“North Sydney Council 
has restored, revitalised, and-refurbished the ground. The past 
has become the présetit_to produce-a’ stadium of unequalled 
beauty. 

And the Bears have gone, to a new home on the Central 
Coast. Northern Spirit can feel privileged to have inherited their 
legacy. 

Tonight ushers in a new era, in every sense. This has long been 
an area crying out for atrNSL team. The Spirit are the realisation 
of that dream. For'too long there\has been a ‘mistaken belief that 
the north shore of Sydney jis the. domain of rugby and cricket. 

But look,beyond the headlines and you.can see the evidence 
everywhere. Every weekendin winter, 20,000.playe's opt for the 
game of their choi¢ein dn area stretching ftom Pennant Hills to 
Palm Beach, That game is soccer, or football] as the rest of the 
world calls it) 

And now thos players, and all their friends. add families, have 
a team to call their-own. The Spirit, frofn chairman Remo 
Nogarotto to the team’s gear Steward, undefstand and accept the 
obligation. 

Over the past nine months mee ieee been working tirelessly, 
feverishly, to create a club,.and_a team, to be proud of. Tonight, 
they present the fruits of those labours. 

A team honed during an arduous pre-season by player-coach 
Graham Arnold. A team prepared and trained in a fully 
professional manner. Some of the names are already well 
known: Ian Crook, Robbie Slater, Scott Ollerenshaw, Kresimir 
Marusic, among others. Some perhaps less known, but sooner or 
later they should be. 

The Spirit have recruited not ‘for the presént, but also for the 
future. The,likes of Paul’ Weatné»Michael Cunico, Daniel 
Watkins and Eddy Bosnar represent some: of the most exciting 
young talent in the-country. Off the park}'no,effort has been 
spared to maximise-your comfort, and keep\you entertained. 

In the grand Vision for the /national league what is happening 
at North’Sydiey Oval will be mirrored, by) eyents elsewhere 
around the nation, Already clubs like Carlton Perth Glory and 
tonight's visitors, Sydney Olympic, are standing alongside the 
Spirit in leading the chatee towards a fully proféssional, highly 
marketable, and_ widely popular, national competition. Soccer, 
the world game played-by~over 400,000 people in Australia, 
deserves it. You the fan have every right to demand it. No longer 
should the NSL remain the best-kept secret in the country. 


*Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter with the Sydney Morning Herald anda 
commentator with Optus Vision. 


NORTH SYDNEY 


LEAGUES: 


cs the place to be! 


Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, you 
also become a member of 
THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A 
MEMBER OF BOTH 
CLUBS NOW FOR 

ONLY $10 


and join the 60,000 members who 
reap the benefits of membership: 
* TOP ENTERTAINMENT 
* RESTAURANTS 
* SPORTING FACILITIES 
* MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
* POKIE PROMOTIONS 
* BARS 
AND LOTS MORE 


UPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT | 


10 OCT: BRIAN CADD 
Back from the U.S.A. to perform ia OF! 
14 OCT: MANPOWER AUSTRALIA 


slt-wew production, “Celebration Of Man” 
GRACE KNIGHT 

ua evening with Grace cs one wat to be mcssed! 
PETER SARSTEDT 

Fe “Where De You Go My Lovely” 
GINA JEFFREYS 

Da wot mise this multi-award ucnuiag sagen! 


24 OCT: 


30 OCT: 


31 OCT: 


To become a member just ask at either Club Reception 
for a membership application, or phone either club for a 
membership application to be mailed out to you. 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 


Dave Lewis gets an in-depth analysis of the Spirit squad 
from the man who put it together - coach Graham Arnold 


of wise old heads, add a garnish of Dutch tactical know-how 
and bring gently to the boil. 

That's what player-coach Graham Arnold plans to do with the 
ingredients at his disposal in a Northern Spirit side hellbent on 
dishing up a palate-pleasing concoction of craft and 
class in their inaugural Ericsson Cup season. 

Arnold believes a 23-strong squad - top 
heavy with youngsters - can put into 
practice the Dutch-inspired blueprints 
gleaned from his six-year spell banging 
in goals for the likes of JC Roda and 
NAC Breda. 

The 35-year-old former 
Socceroo striker is a devotee of 
Dutch doctrine that prizes 
possession, patience and panache 
above all else in football. 

But the challenge for the 
rookie coach is to impart those 
dictates to a collection of players 
unused to such subtle tactical 
nuances, 

According to Arnold, his 
kindergarten kids - 11 of the squad are 
aged 23 or under - have got the script 
etched in their minds and have been 
trotting out their lines with consummate 
ease during a series of trial matches which 
have included victories over fellow Ericsson Cup 
sides Canberra (3-1) and Newcastle (2-1). 

"With the heat of summer soccer, the last thing we want to 
do is give the ball away and then be forced to try and win it back,” 
says Arnold. 


B:: a liberal serving of hand-picked kids with a smattering 


"| picked up a lot of ideas in Holland on how | believe the 
game should be played here - and it's all based around pressuring 
the opposition in their own half when we don't have the ball and 
making them chase it when we do. 

"If you're constantly trying to win possession then your 

destiny isn’t in your own hands. 

"So far the younger players have adapted well 
to the tactical side of things, but we have got 

to do a bit on the physical front. 
"In the past when a striker loses the 
ball he can have a bit of a rest - that's 
not the way we're doing things. And 
that means we're asking a lot more of 
the likes of Clayton Zane and the 

others forwards. 

"I've been pleased with our 
performances in the trial matches 

(a total of eight in all) and though 

we don't have one current 

Socceroo in the squad apart from 

Robbie Slater, | think we have 

something to build on. 
For the fans making their first 
trip to North Sydney Oval, 
Footballer has asked Arnold to 
evaluate his squad so the fans can get 
familiar with the lads who will pull on the 
Spirit strip throughout the 1998-99 season. 
And while you might be surprised that 
Arnold has gathered such a young squad, he has 
picked a fine blend of experience to mix with the up 
and coming players - and your eyes aren't playing tricks on 


you - Arnold has some pretty big guys on the pitch. 


Here is Arnie's player-by-player assessment of his A-team: 


Proud sponsor of 
the Northern Spirit 


%* ROBBIE SLATER (No 8) 


Age: 33 (Socceroo midfielder 
formerly with Lens, Blackburn, West 
Ham, Southampton and Wolves) Arnold 
says: "He's sheer class - a great signing for 
the club. His arrival shows we're serious 
about being successful. He's still fit and I'll 
be surprised if he’s not one of the best 
two or three players in the national league 
this season.” 


%* LUKE CASSERLY (No 6) 


Age: 25, (one time Socceroo 
defender/ midfielder snapped up from 
Marconi) Arnold says: “I feel Marconi’s 
style last year didn't suit Luke, but 
hopefully ours will. We can use him as 
either a left or right flanker or as a stand-in 
at sweeper. | believe he's good enough to 
be in contention for the Socceroos again.” 


%& SCOTT OLLERENSHAW (No 15) 


Age: 31 (Former Socceroo striker) 
Arnold says: “We played together for the 
Socceroos under Frank Arok and Scott 
still wants to show the Australian public 
he can still perform after six years of 
playing in Malaysia where he scored over 
100 goals. He's extremely motivated - and 
we're expecting big things.” 


%* PAUL BILOKAPIC (No 17) 


Age: 22 (Defensive midfielder signed 
from Sydney United) Arnold says: “He's 
hugely important to us. If he keeps his 
discipline and does the simple things well, 
we'll be more than happy. He's our ball 
winner and enforcer. He's big and strong 
and puts himself about. He proved his 
pedigree during his time with Sydney 
United and is an automatic choice barring 
injury or suspension.” 


%* IAN CROOK (No 4) 


Age: 35 (Former Tottenham 
Hotspur, Norwich midfielder who was 
also capped by England B): Arnold says: 
“It's a privilege and an honour to have a 


player of his calibre in Australia. He 
played most of his career in the old 
English first division before we teamed-up 
in Japan at Hiroshima last year. He is by 
far the best passer of the ball in Australia. 
He'll play sweeper and he will be of great 
value to us on and off the pitch. ‘Crookie’ 
is also a prolific goal scorer - and has 
scored two screamers in successive trial 
matches from 35 yards out." 


%& CLAYTON ZANE (No 19) 


Age: 21 (Under-20 International 
signed from Newcastle Breakers) Arnold 
says: “There are lots of good and a few 
bad points about Clayton - and there's a 
lot we can teach him. Hopefully by 
playing up front with me I can pass on 
much of what I learned in Europe. He 
needs to bring players into the game 
more and I feel a player of his quality 
should be scoring more goals. I'm looking 
for at least 15 a season from him.” 


+ MARK RUDAN (No 5) 

Age: 23 (Under-20 Youth 
International defender signed from 
Sydney United) Arnold says: I feel he 
has the potential to be the national team 
captain. He's very strong, good in the air 
and disciplined. I needed a stopper and he 
fitted the bill. | like him a lot as a player 
but he must not get carried away by his 
own success.” 


x JOHN PEROSH (No 1) 

Age: 25 (Under-20 Youth 
International goalkeeper signed from 
Sydney United) Arnold says: “He's an 
accomplished keeper who was unlucky to 
play second fiddle to somebody as good 
as Zjelko Kalac for all those years. Steve 
Watson, our goalkeeping coach, rates him 
very highly."Waddo" till decide which of 
our three keepers plays against Olympic." 


# TROY CRANNEY (No 11) 
Age: 27 (Under-20 International 
midfielder-cum-winger who won an NSL 


premiership with Brisbane Strikers) 
Arnold says: “I can't believe he's not in the 
national team. He's impressed me more 
than just about any other locally-based 
player. He's a great professional who 
never whinges and gives everything 
whether it's in training or in a match. He's 
one of the main reasons the Strikers won 
the title in 1997." 


* EDDY BOSNAR (No 3) 


Age: 18 (Former Under-i7 
International defender who had a brief 
spell with Newcastle and joined the 
Spirit from the AIS) Arnold says: “He has 
great skills but he needs to harden up a 
bit and be more ruthless and aware of 
what's happening around him." 


%& MICHAEL CUNICO (No 21) 


Age: 19 (Versatile former Joey, who 
had a stint with Marconi and can play in 
midfield, up front or as a stopper) 
Arnold says: “I think he'll be the find of 
the year - he's a hell of a player. For one 
so young he's going exceptionally well. I'll 
be using him as a central midfielder - he's 
a big loss for Marconi.” 


%*& KRESMIR MARUSIC (No 7) 


Age: 28 (Former Melbourne Knights, 
Sydney United and Carlton playmaker, 
who was voted NSL player of the year 
in 1997) Arnold says: “A fabulous 
performer who we haven't seen the best 
of during the trial games, although against 
Newcastle he began to show his true 
form. I'd heard a lot about his bad temper 
from previous coaches but so far I've seen 
none of that. He's been made vice-captain 
and seems to be thriving on the 
responsibility. He doesn't say too much 
but when he does, people listen. He's 
probably our most creative player." 


%* TONY PERINICH (No 14) 


Age: 26, (Former Wollongong 
Wolves striker) Arnold says: “Sadly, he's 
out for seven months with a knee 


reconstruction. We'd heard negative 
reports about him being a bit of a 
handful, but his attitude has been 
immaculate. We gave him a fresh slate 
and losing him has been a terrible blow. 
But, he'll come back stronger and better 
than ever." 


%& GABRIEL MENDEZ (No 10) 


Age: 25 (much-travelled Socceroo 
midfielder, currently recovering from a 
second-bout of knee surgery) Arnold says: 
“He's had terrible luck with injuries, but he 
is way ahead of schedule on the comeback 
trail. His dedication in the face of adversity 
is an inspiration to the younger player., He 
has so much ability and class and should be 
training again soon." 


x NICK PURDUE (No 2) 

Age: 19 (Under-17 International 
stopper on loan from Dutch side J C 
Roda) Arnold says: “We don't see him as 
a stopper - he’s done a lot better for us 
wide on the right. He's a Sutherland kid 
who's learning fast and has plenty of 
promise.” 


x PAUL WEARNE (No 18) 
Age: 18 (Left-sided defender or 
midfielder and Under-20 International 
signed from the AIS) Arnold says: "I saw 
him up at Parklea playing for the NSW 


SYDNEY SHOWROOMS 
4 Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 
% Collaroy: 9971 6324 
¢ Drummoyne: 9719 8011 
4 Maroubra: 9344 7022 
¢ Northbridge: 9958 6707 
4 Parramatta: 9683 6066 
@ Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 
# Punchbowl: 9759 6144 
 Taren Point: 9524 5666 
@ Turramurra: 9988 3855 


LIVERPOOL 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 


REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 
% Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
% Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 
@ Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 
# Orange: (02) 6361 9366 
# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


COMMERCIAL DIVISION 
# Lidcombe: 9737 9300 


Soccer Academy against a Young 
Socceroos sideand he has a great left foot 
and a tremendous will to learn. He's not 
quite ready for the national league yet - 
but he soon will be.” 


%* DANIEL WATKINS (No 16) 


Age: 18 (Apprentice who had a spell 
with Melita Eagles) Arnold says: “Because 
of the injury problems we have had up 
front with myself and Tony Perinich out, 
e's played in all the trial games and has 
scored a hatful of goals. He suffers from 
asthma, but you would never know it. 

e's a real find for us and a lovely kid. 
e's got the knack in front of goal - he's 
better at picking up those sort of close-in 
scraps than Clayton Zane." 


#& MATTHEW LANGDON (No 23) 
Age:18 (Under-17 and Under-20 
International, Spirit apprentice who won 

an AIS scholorship and played for 
Wollongong) Arnold says: “He's got a 
great left foot - not strong enough to be a 
wing back - I see him more as a winger, 
but he needs to lift his work rate. He has 
a lot of developing to do." 


%& PAUL HENDERSON (No 22) 


Age: 22 (Apprentice goalkeeper 
signed from Sutherland in the State 
League) Arnold says: “I'd only heard 


about him, and when I saw him I was very 
impressed. He's only been a keeper for 
three years and until he came here he had 
never trained as a keeper. So far he has 
done really well.” 


sx PETER BLAZINCIC (No 20) 
Age: 25 (Ex-Sydney United 
goalkeeper, who has returned after three 
seasons in China) Arnold says: "He's got 
to show us what he can do after joining 
the club late _ now it's up to him to prove 
he's better than Perosh and Henderson.” 


%* PHIL MOSS (No 13) 

Age: 27 (Midfielder who played for 
Warringah Dolphins and Eastern 
Suburbs in Super League) Arnold says: 
“He's been signed as a part-time player 
and our youth development officer, purely 
on his ability and not because he's a 
Manly boy. He's been exceptional . . . 
even the other players have been 
surprised by his abilities." 


%& JAMES STUBBS-MILLS (No 12) 


Age: 18 (Midfielder who played for 
Warringah Dolphins and Ryde City in 
the State League) Arnold says: "He is a 
midfielder in the Paul Wade mould. He's a 
grafter who slide tackles and never stops. 
He's very raw and this year will be a 
learning curve for him.” 


Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of 


exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. 


Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, 
exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
come together under one roof, together with an 


unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 


Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can 
assist you in colour co-ordination, product 
knowledge and technical and fixing advice. 


Expect 


E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au 


the Best! 


TILECRAFT 
CERAMICS 


www.tilecraft.com.au 


Supporters’ 


uch has been written about the development of the 
Mis Spirit Football Club since Soccer Australia 

gave the go-ahead for the side's acceptance into the 
1998-99 Ericsson Cup. 

The appointment of former Socceroo striker Graham Arnold 
as coach, Robbie Slater as captain and the outstanding squad 
the Spirit has on its books, suggests that on the pitch the side 
will be competitive from day one. 

While the Spirit's promotional drive has been the envy of 
most Ericsson Cup side's, there is another aspect the club is 
hoping to lead the way - its fans. 

While the simple fact that a successful and entertaining side 
will see the northern suburbs fans keen to see 
top-level soccer in their own backyard, the 
Spirit management is determined to ensure 
the fans find the facilities and entertainment 
to their liking. 

With that in mind a Spirit Supporters’ 
Committee has been formed and_ tonight's 
season-opener against Sydney Olympic is 
one way the committee hopes to start the 
season on a high note. 

The Spirit has appointed its own "Supporters’ 
liason manager" - former soccer journalist 
Mickey Brock. 

And Brock is excited by what he has seen. 
have been involved in Australian soccer 
for many years, and despite having been if 
with the Spirit for only a short period of ¢ 
time, | am impressed with management's 
promotions for game day and also for the 
many functions off the pitch suppporters 
will be able to attend," Brock said. 

"While most major sporting clubs are keen to see the paying 
public get value for money, enjoy the spectacle and the 
amenities, what happens it they encounter any problems? 

"If you have not enjoyed a day out at a sporting event in the 
past, who could you voice your disapproval to? 

"Or if you enjoyed your day out but thought that more could 
be done to make it a special event, often your ideas fell on deaf 
ears," Brock added. 


agli 
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"The Spirit of the G 


club has the fans’ Spirit in mind 


With that in mind, Brock has overseen the formation of the 
Spirit Supporters! Club Committee. 

"I have been overwhelmed by the response from people | have 
canvassed in recent weeks and five members have been selected 
on the committee," Brock announced. 

"It is of the utmost importance that the fans have a clear line 
of communication with the Spirit and its management and with 
the formation of the supporters! committee this has been 
achieved." 

The five members of the supporters' committee are: 

* Tancred Fergus Ph: 0412 231 777 E-mail: 
tancred@mail.usyd.edu.au 

* Adrian Smith Ph: (02) 9730 1587 E- 
mail: modelair@grr.com.au 

* David Heaton Ph: (02) 9297 2630 (bh) 
Ph: (02) 9975 6811 (ah) 

* Alan McNair Ph: 0417 088 025 

* John McCormack Ph: 0412178 666 E- 
mail: john.mccormack@yes.optus.com.au 

According to Brock, one of the most 
important facets of the supporters' club is 
the fact that it is a seperate entity to the 
Northern Spirit FC. 

"The suppporters' committee is an avenue 
for fans to fix any problems, answer any 
queries the fans may have. The committee 
members are happy to receive any feedback 
at any time," Brock said. 

The committee's is also keen to organise a 
number of functions for fans to attend and 
Brock adds that any funds generated by their 
activities will be not be used for personal 
profit, but used for such events as cheaper 
travel to away games. 

FOOTNOTE: The committee holding a "Football Trivia 
Night" and it is also organising coaches for the Spirit's match 
against Canberra Cosmos in Canberra on Monday, December 
14 at Bruce Stadium. 

Canberra fans have expressed interest in forging links with 
the Spirit, which is a sure sign that "the times they are a 
changing". 


The Official ball of the Ericsson Cup 


me four 


Dave Lewis suggests the Spirit's d 


hey're paid peanuts, wash more 

shirts and shorts than your 

average laundromat and still live 
at home. Yet they couldn't be happier. 

Meet the Spirit's four amigos .. . 
James Stubbs-Mills, Paul Henderson 
Matthew Langdon and Daniel 
Watkins. 

The teenage quartet are Australian 
soccer's first full-time apprentices, and 
they have been offered a tenuous 
toehold on the ladder of Australian 
soccer - and they also have stars in 
their eyes. 

They're paid a paltry $12,000 a 
year and spend hours studying the 
spin cycle as soiled soccer kits twirl 
around in the washing machines at 
North Sydney Oval's change rooms, 
but that is no deterrent when you're 
training with the likes of Robbie Slater 
and Clayton Zane, and dreaming of 
life in the big leagues. 

"All four are here to learn and grow 
and we're not expecting miracles,” 
explains player-coach Graham Arnold. 

"They're on one-year deals and if 
all goes well, we'll be looking to bring 
them into the first team picture next 


season. 
7 


[That's not to say they are not 
capable of filling in right now should 
we be hit by an injury crisis - because 
a couple of them certainly are.” 

With the Spirit at the vanguard of 
a new professional ethic Down Under, 
these soccer saplings have an 
enhanced chance of hitching a ride on 
the success express. 

In the Spirit's case, courtesy of a 
unique connection with English first 
division side Crystal Palace, that 
journey could lead all the way from 
Struggle Street to the bounteous 
boulevards of the English first division 
- and beyond. 

Such heady aspirations melt into 
the subconscious of the Spirit's four 
apprentices during the daily rituals of 


washing and hanging out the senior's 
squads soccer strips, pumping up balls 
and making up soft drinks for their 
soccer superiors. 

But they surface again during the 
twice-a-day training sessions where 
the apprentices mix it with the players 
they hope one day to nudge off centre 
stage. 

Hungry eyes flashing, goalkeeper 
Paul Henderson - the oldest of the 
brood at 22 - has his gaze fixed on 
one day representing his country. 

“That's my dream and it's 
something to aim for," he smiles. 
“Right now just being here is fantastic. 

"All the chores are a small price to 
pay for doing something that you 
love. And the senior players have 
treated us brilliantly.” 

Henderson was having a good 
season with State League club 
Sutherland - but was still stunned 
when Arnold approached him after a 
match against Ryde earlier this year 
with an offer rich in possibilities. 

Playing in the same match was 
fellow apprentice James Stubbs-Mills. 

He was unaware his credentials 
were also under scrutiny and was 
equally astonished to be plucked from 
a coterie of contenders. 

"My aim is to keep developing and 
to secure a long-term deal," says the 
18-year-old whose angelic face 
camouflages a mean on-field streak 
that has surprised even Arnold. 

"He throws himself into crunching 
sliding tackles and has no fear at all,” 
Arnold claims. “He's also got bags of 
stamina and can run all day.” 

Stubbs-Mills is no stranger to 
adversity, having already undergone a 
knee reconstruction, but his horizons 
remain full of hope. 

“I've noticed in the Spirit's trial 
games how much quicker you have to 
be both physically and mentally, and 
I'm enjoying the challenge.” 


AMIGOS 


Budding wingback Matthew 
Langdon, who grew up in 
Campbelltown, might be a minnow in 
sports big pool, but that hasn't 
stopped IMG - agents to the stars such 
as Tiger Woods and Harry Kewell - 
from signing him up. 

The 18-year-old former Australian 
Institute of Sport recruit explains: “It 
was IMG who got me the contract 
with the Spirit and hopefully I can 
continue to improve and one day play 
in England with Crystal Palace. 

“What we're doing here beats the 
hell out of a normal job. I'm doing 
something | love.” 


It's a passion shared by Daniel 
Watkins, who holds the distinction of 
being the youngest player to appear in 
the national soccer league. 

The 18-year-old from Concord 
made his debut for Melita Eagles, who 
have since been demoted to the State 
League, at just 14 years and nine 
months of age. 

“I've scored a few goals in the trial 
games (four against Mosman alone) 
and playing with the better players 
seems to bring out the best in me. 

"I love the atmosphere of the place 
and will be happy to stay for as long 
as it takes to learn about the game. 


Smarter 
Livin g 


Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote control on your key ring 
turns on the outdoor lights and opens the garage door 


from the comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 


pprentice scheme is ready to reap its own rewards 


And according to Arnold, he's 
learning fast. 

“He's got a tremendous attitude and 
is critical of himself - even when he's 
played well,” says the coach. 

"That's a good sign. I believe he 
could do a job for us now with his 
. and hopefully 
he'll just continue to get better and 
better. 

“He's a big kid who puts his head 
where it shouldn't be out of sheer 
bravery. He's absolutely fearless and 


finishing instincts . . 


has the instincts every goalscorer 
needs." 
*Dave Lewis is sports writer with the Daily Telegragh. 


Centralised Control Panel 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar provides 
centralised management of lights and accessories in the 


home through one control panel. 


switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or cooled 


because the air conditioning was automatically turned on 


an hour before you got home. 


| 


Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system will 


soon be activated. 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn’t done for you is set the 


table and pour you a drink. 


It is also an effective intruder alarm. 


For further information contact 
HPM on 1800 807 000. 


Oscar’ 


Home MANAGMENT SYSTEM 


Northern Spirit FE 1998/99 Ericsson Cup season draw: 


at North Sydney Oval 

at Perth Oval 

at Optus Oval 

at North Sydney Oval 

at North Sydney Oval 

at Hindmarsh Stadium 


o7 
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* NOTE: Games subject to change in line with television requirements 


Northern Spirit F.C. match program produced by Holloway Innovations - 0411 584 666 


Ee at Marconi Stadium 
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Olympic a tough task first-up for Spirit 


avoid a baptism of fire in their entry 

into the Ericsson Cup, they will have 
been disappointed. 

The challenge offered by tonight's 
visitors from Sydney Olympic could 
hardly be more intimidating. 


|: Northern Spirit had been hoping to 


If the Spirit represent the bold, new, 
image of Australian soccer, then Sydney 
Olympic have had a pretty good 
makeover as well. 

After a long and difficult two- 
year period in which the club 
moved from being controlled by 
its members to being ready to 
hand over to private enterprise, a 
consortium headed by high- 
profile businessman Nick Politis 
finally bought a majority stake in 
Olympic at the start of this year, 

For perhaps the first time their 
turbulent, melodramatic history, 
Olympic now have the stability 
and the resources to build a 
dynasty of success. 

Much is expected this season 
by their demanding fans, the 
media, the new owners, and - not 
least - their coach Branko Culina. 

Indeed while the Spirit have 
been active in the transfer market 
over the past six months, 
Olympic have not been far 
behind. 

Perhaps their greatest coup was 
convincing Olyroo skipper Brett 
Emerton to remain in Australia, 
and at the club, for another two 
years. 

The biggest contract ever paid by an 
NSL club to a 19-year-old has 
encouraged Emerton to delay his move to 
Europe until after the 2000 Olympics. 

Among the newcomers joining the 
exciting Emerton at Belmore 
Sportsground this season will be 33-year- 
old Englishman Mark Brennan, formerly 
of Ipswich Town, ex-Sheffield 
Wednesday midfielder Adem Poric (a 
former Australian youth international), 
talented strikers Adrian Cervinski (from 
Carlton) and Pablo Cardozo - who has 


By MICHAEL COCKERILL 


returned from a loan spell in Austria with 
Rapid Vienna - and the hugely-talented 
Olyroo midfielder Jason Culina, the 
coach's son. An already strong squad has 
been augmented in all the key areas, and 
with the club having converted to full- 
time professionals since the start of June, 


Nick Purdue 


Olympic have every reason to be 
bouyant about their hopes of a second 


championship (their only title came in 
1990) this season. 

Spirit player/coach Graham Arnold, of 
course, needs no reminding of the 
strength of tonight's opposition. He is 
under no illusions that this fixture 
represents one of the toughest obstacles 
of the season. 

But Arnold, and his players, are far 
from overawed. With good reason. 

A fortnight ago, the club's injury list 


made demoralising reading. But since 
then, Paul Bilokapic and Arnold himself 
have fully recovered, while Scott 
Ollerenshaw and Gabriel Mendez are 
making swift progress towards full fitness. 

The only disappointment is the knee 
ligament injury suffered in training by 
striker Tony Perinich - an injury which 
could deny North Sydney Oval of his 
presence for most of the season. 

But the. Spirit have assembled a 
deep squad, with perhaps one 
major signing still to be made. That 
depth has enabled Arnold to field 
a team rich in talent, and 
experience, for tonight's historic 
match. 

A couple of selections might 
surprise. Arnold and Robbie 
Slater need little introduction, 
and those who have kept an eye 
on the domestic scene should 
also recognise the names of 
Kresimir Marusic, Clayton Zane, 
Paul Bilokapic, Luke Casserly and 
Mark Rudan. 

Englishman Ian Crook, a 
model professional now in the 
twilight of a career which 
included a long spell at Norwich 
City, is set for an influential role 
this season. Which leaves one 
player who may not be widely 
known just yet, but based on his 
pre-season form could well 
figure prominently. 

Two seasons ago, Troy 
Cranney won a championship 
medal in his home state with 
Brisbane Strikers, and was on the verge of 
Socceroo selection. 

Last season, however, was one he 
would prefer to forget - marred by poor 
form and injury as the Strikers slumped 
to finish 10th. Cranney has gained a new 
lease of life since moving to the Spirit, 
and Arnold is excited about his 
contribution. 

An international career could well be 
born at North Sydney, starting tonight. 

* Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter with The Sydney 


Morning Herald and a commentator for Optus Vision. 
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Coach: Graham Arnold Assistant Coach: lan Gray 
Goalkeeper Coach: Steve Watson 
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As Australia’s leading Furniture 
Rental Company, specialising in 
quality furniture and appliances for 
homes, apartments and! offices, 
North Shore Fusniture is uniquely 
qualified to tastefully design, 
decorate and equip any mterior to 
any budget, in any style, in a Our experts can assist you to create 
matter of days. an effective and compact home 

We specialise in providing assistance office, for telecommuting, or study 
Go) companies relocating cecutives needs! We provide state of the art 


and families to metropolitan Sydney notebook and desktop computers, B® : 
and regional NOW. modems, facsimile and answeting in our huge range of settings and 
We also cater for those who wish to machines, printets, desks, chairs, pieces. We're along side the Gore Hill 
Z u porade or just change theif existing, filing cabinets and bookcases. Freeway at Artarmon, 10 minutes 
| dEco, and we cater for all budgets You'll enjoy a visit to our north of Sydney's CBD and just 
‘no matter how showrooms. You'll find inspiration 15 minutes ftom Epping. 
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SALES & RENTAL 


We're behind our 
future Champions 
as much as you are. 


